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See this week’s Hunting Headlines at www.oregonhunters.org

While the 2016 Legislative Ses-
sion is scheduled to run for 35 
days and deemed the “short 

session,” it’s filled with bills that deal 
with many issues, including hunting. Two 
bills that we are following very closely 
emerged at the start of the legislative 
session and have journeyed into the 
final days. Here are two bills that OHA 
is supporting.
Wolf Delisting Ratification Bill
 This bill puts into statute a ratification 
of the decision made by the Oregon Fish 
and Wildlife Commission to delist the 
wolf. There are two versions: House Bill 
(HB 4040) was introduced by Represen-
tative Barreto (R-District 58-Cove), and 
Senate Bill (SB 1557) was introduced by 
Senator Hansell (R-District 29-Athena). 
The House version of the bill passed 
the House and was then sent to the Sen-
ate where it was assigned to the Senate 
Committee on Environment and Natural 
Resources. The bill had two hearings in 
this committee. At this writing the bill is 
awaiting a work session to move the bill 
out of committee.
Unlawful Take Penalties
 House Bill 4046B increases the penal-
ties for the unlawful taking of wildlife. 
The bill passed out of the House Commit-
tee on Agriculture and Natural Resources 
and went to the floor of the House for 
a vote. After some discussion on the 
“mandatory sentencing” section of the 
bill, the bill was then sent to the House 
Committee on Rules where the section of 
the bill regarding mandatory sentencing 
was amended out of the bill. After the bill 
was amended it was then sent back to the 
floor of the House where it passed by a 
vote of 53 yes votes to 5 no votes. The bill 

now goes to the Senate for consideration 
and has been referred to the Senate Com-
mittee on Rules. 

Legislative task force on 
funding for ODFW to meet 

 The legislative task force on “Funding 
for Fish, Wildlife and Related Outdoor 
Recreation and Education” will hold its 
second meeting in February.
 At this meeting, task force members 
will hear about other state and national 
efforts to find sustainable methods of 
funding fish and wildlife management 
and related conservation, recreation and 
education efforts. David Chadwick with 
the Montana Wildlife Federation and 
David Thorne with the Missouri Depart-
ment of Conservation will share lessons 

Wolf bill, poaching penalties highlight new session
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A bill to increase penalties for poaching passed the House and is now in a Senate committee.

learned and their perspectives on what has 
worked and not worked in other states.
 This task force was created by HB 
2402 which was passed by the 2015 Or-
egon Legislature. OHA is represented on 
the task force by Paul Donheffner, OHA 
Midwest Director.

Cougar Plan to be reviewed
 
 ODFW staff has announced a review 
of the state’s Cougar Management Plan. 
At the February Commission meeting, it 
was announced that stakeholders will be 
invited to the April 22 Commission meet-
ing to join a panel before the Commis-
sion to discuss the cougar plan. A draft 
updated plan is scheduled to be available 
in October for further review and public 
input, with final consideration scheduled 
for the Dec. 2 Commission meeting.

For updates on these bills and other legislative developments, visit 
OHA’s legislative webpage: www.oregonhunters.org/legislative.html



FEBRUARY 27
OHA chapter banquets:
Redmond 541-419-7215
Hoodview 503-255-1946

Columbia County 503-201-7495

MARCH 3
Central Oregon Sportsmen’s Show opens

MARCH 5
OHA chapter banquets:
Pioneer 503-710-1233

Rogue Valley 541-773-1587

MARCH 10
All late goose seasons end

MARCH 12
OHA chapter banquets:

Bend 541-330-6218
Union/Wallowa County 541-786-1283 

MARCH 19
OHA chapter banquets:

Clatsop County 503-359-3535
Yamhill County 971-270-7035

MARCH 26
OHA chapter banquets:

Emerald Valley 541-729-0877
Capitol 503-581-3343

APRIL 1
Spring bear season opens in West Blue 

Mountains and Western Oregon hunt areas

APRIL 2
Youth turkey clinic, 503-947-6016;

OHA chapter banquets:
Baker County 541-523-6626
Lake County 541-417-2329

APRIL 9-10
Statewide youth spring turkey hunt

APRIL 15
Harvest reporting deadline, winter tags;

Deadline for ballots in OHA state elections;
Spring bear opens, most of eastern Oregon;

Spring turkey season opens

APRIL 16
OHA chapter banquet:

Mid-Willamette 541-619-8393

APRIL 23
OHA chapter banquets:
Klamath 541-882-9593

Tioga 541-267-2577

Kids learn to hunt turkey April 2 at annual clinic

OUTDOOR 
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 Register now for the annual turkey 
hunting clinic for kids ages 8 to 17, a 
popular event sponsored by ODFW and 
the Oregon Hunters Association.
 The event is April 2 at the White River 
Wildlife Area near Tygh Valley. Registra-
tion opens at 7:30 a.m. and the event runs 
from 8:45 a.m. to 4 p.m.
 Kids who attend will learn the tricks, 
tips and strategies needed to turkey hunt, 
including: turkey identification and 
behavior, scouting techniques like sign 
identification and how to locate turkeys 
in the woods, plus turkey calls and call-
ing techniques. There is also a hands-on 
session about how to pattern a shotgun, 
establish effective ranges and hold a 
shotgun as a tom approaches.
 “This is a fun annual event that will 
leave your child ready for the statewide 
general spring turkey season April 15-

May 31,” said James Reed, hunter educa-
tion coordinator. “Kids can also hunt the 
special youth-only season April 9-10.”
 Pre-registration is required and costs 
$10. The deadline to register is March 28 
and a maximum of 100 youth will be ac-
cepted. Each youth must be accompanied 
by an adult. Hunter education certifica-
tion is not required to attend the clinic.
 Registration includes lunch; adults 
can purchase lunch for an additional 
$5 on site. For more information and to 
register, visit www.odfwcalendar.com
 Note that ODFW will waive the park-
ing permit requirement on White River 
Wildlife Area for that day and camping 
is allowed at designated campsites.
 ODFW and partners host a variety of 
events where people can learn to hunt 
and fish, see www.odfwcalendar.com for 
more.

Kids learn to talk turkey at the annual clinic hosted by OHA and ODFW.

Wyatt wins his first gun at OHA’s Ochoco 
banquet Feb. 20. For the full slate of OHA 
banquets, visit www.oregonhunters.org/
events.html#banquets
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Ask OHA’s
Conservation

Director

    Got a burning question about 
the management of Oregon’s 
wildlife and habitat? You can ask 
OHA’s conservation director at: 
http://oha-conservation.webs.com
Find an active blog with the latest 
updates on land-use issues, and 
watch for news on upcoming re-
views of the wolf & cougar plans.


